MURIEL BOWSER 
MAYOR 


December 26, 2018 

President Donald J. Trump 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20050 

Dear President Trump: 

On behalf of the more than 702,000 residents and many businesses in Washington, DC, I urge you to work 
with Congress to bring an immediate end to the current partial federal government shutdown. Indeed, many 
DC residents, businesses, including restaurants and hotels, and federal contractors will suffer severe 
impacts if the shutdown continues indefinitely. 

This is the federal government’s third shutdown in less than a year. During a shutdown, there are no winners 
and our nation’s federal workers, including the 170,000 federal employees who work in Washington, DC, 
pay the highest price. Public servants take up one of the most important calls to action every day, 
with hundreds of thousands of men and women working quietly behind the scenes to ensure that our leaders 
have the resources and information they need to protect and advance our nation’s democracy and residents 
have access to the services and resources they need. Over 70 percent of American workers live paycheck- 
to-paycheck and this shutdown cripples their stability and severely restricts their access to government 
services. And, it can be devastating to those who are not guaranteed retroactive pay. 

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton has worked hard to de-link the operations of the government of 
Washington, DC from federal shutdowns, which is why we remain fully open. Leadership is about stepping 
up and we will again step up to cover trash collection and any other needs on federally-owned parks and 
roads in Washington, DC. While a federal government shutdown causes many disruptions for residents and 
visitors, our local government continues to work to ensure that the basic needs of our nation’s capital are 
still being met. Our expenditure for trash removal on federally-owned parks will be $46,000 each week. 

We hope that this key message will resonate during this shutdown: the 702,000 residents of Washington, 
DC, who pay the highest taxes per capita to the federal treasury, are stepping up to cover federal services 
during the shutdown, while we are the only citizens within the continental United States without a vote in 
Congress. 

I respectfully urge you to push Congress to reach a deal to reopen the federal government. However, if this 
shutdown continues, Washington, DC will remain open for business. 



